
Farm Newsletter 

  April 2017 Edition    

Thank you to everyone who came along to our winter        

discussion meetings.  

We are busy planning our next farm walk, look out for more      

details next month.  
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Case Study: Reducing antibiotic usage  

Dedicated to .providing        

practical solutions to benefit 

health and productivity on your 

farm.  

Recently there has been an increasing push for     

reduction of antibiotic usage in dairy farming,        

particularly with regards to antibiotics that are      

important in human medicine.  

This has now been forcefully implemented by some 

milk buyers and appears to be imminent with others.  

The burning question is will this impact on animal 

health? Research data has consistently found that the 

causative bacteria for the most common on-farm   

infections (foul, mastitis,  metritis, peritonitis, etc.) 

are almost never  sensitive to only 3rd/4th          

generation Cephalosporins or Fluoroquinolones  and     

resistant to the non-critical antibiotics – and therefore 

treatment with these classes will be equally effective, 

even for toxic cases.  

Use of adjunctive treatment such as fluids (if       

necessary) or anti-inflammatories (Metacam or 

Flunixin) alongside antibiotics will certainly have a far 

greater positive effect on outcome than using a     

critically important antibiotic    instead of a suitable 

alternative. This could be taken a step further by   

using only adjunctive treatments for very mild      

infections to assist the animal’s immune system in 

clearing the infection and moving to antibiotic     

treatment if this is unsuccessful.  

This is becoming common practice on some of our 

farms with mild cases of mastitis, and we are seeing 

the vast majority of these self-curing.  

This means less treatment with antibiotic tubes and 

therefore less milk being dumped – clearly this is of 

benefit from both an economic and ‘responsible use 

of medicines’ standpoint. 

We can provide information on effective  antibiotic  

treatments, adjunctive treatments and suitable     

alternatives to all critically important antibiotics if this 

is something that you wish, or have, to address. 

     Charlie Neale 

 

For our last winter meeting of the 
season we finished off with a   
Bovine trivia quiz and a fish and 
chip supper.  Bibby played the 
role of  quizmaster with  gusto, 
taking the teams through 6 
rounds of  bovine and vet team 
facts!  
Congratulations to Brian Clothier 
for coming in 1st place winning a 
Zoetis treatment boxed packed 
full of useful goodies. Josh Hares 

came in 2nd and  Steven Bendall 
and Chris Reeves came in 3rd 
place.  Thanks to our sponsors; 
Zoetis, MSD, Ceva, Dechra & 
Boehringer Ingelheim for their 
prizes and support.  
Over the next few months we are 
planning more social events, keep 
an eye on our newsletter for    
future events. 
 
 

BCVA are celebrating 50 years by 
organising a Lands End to John 
O’Groats cycle  relay.  
Paddy, Spike, Anna & Lynn are 
joining the relay teams as they 
ride through our area on the 9th 
& 10th May.  
We hope to help raise funds for 
Send a Cow, in conjunction with 
BCVA and XLVets. 
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Office opening hours 

Monday – Friday: 8am—5.30pm  

 

Emergency Service 

We provide a 24 hour emergency service.  

If you need assistance out of our normal working 

hours, please telephone 

01749 341 761  

 

 

Directors Focus 

Local Events  
 

26th April— Shepton Smallholder Club is holding a Parasitology workshop for sheep 
 

27th April—The Dartington Cattle Breeding Trust are holding a Foot Health Day at Worthy Farm 11am –2pm 
Registration is essential—register online @ www.dcbt.co.uk  

 

 

If you would like to receive your farm account and this           
newsletter by email please advise the farm office.  



As part of our ongoing commitment to 

the future of farming —we once again 

had a team at the Bath & West’s Field 

to Food learning day. Children from 

primary schools across Somerset visit 

the showground to learn all about 

farming and food production.  

 

Anna ran a Sheep MOT demonstrating, 

every 15 minutes during the day, 

showing school kids, how we take care 

of sheep.  This included: learning 

about parasites, how to tell how old a 

sheep is, foot care, and lambing using 

our lambing simulator ‘Dolly’. 

 

The children especially enjoyed getting 

the chance to take turns hearing the 

sheep’s heart beating and having a 

chance to aid our toy baby lamb, 

lambing.   

 

A recent report from the AHVLA   reviewing 

laboratory diagnoses for calf diseases in 

England and Wales over the last 6 years 

has highlighted some of the things that we 

have observed within our practice.  Here 

are a few of the most important issues 

raised, as well as an important emerging 

problem seen in adult cows in the South 

West. 

Calf pneumonia 

Over the last 3 years the incidence of IBR 

and RSV has reduced. The most common 

bacterial infection now diagnosed in the UK 

is Mycoplasma bovis, which makes up 

nearly 20% of cases diagnosed at         

laboratories.  

IBR and RSV can be controlled by         

vaccination but there is no vaccine for     

Mycoplasma and it can be difficult to treat, 

so control revolves around  improving    

environmental conditions to prevent       

infection in the first place. 

Finding out the primary cause of          

pneumonia is critical in getting the right 

control in place.  Calf pneumonia          

commonly involves several different      

infectious agents and often in chronic    

cases it is not possible to diagnose which 

is the     primary cause of the    pneumonia, 

so prompt sampling is key to finding the 

root cause.   

Calf diarrhoea 

Cryptosporidia is increasingly common, 

and is now diagnosed in nearly half of all 

scours from calves under a month old.  

Overcrowding and environmental hygiene 

are key risk factors but once a farm is    

contaminated with Crypto it can be difficult 

to eliminate and ongoing treatment and 

control measures are often required. 

Rotavirus is also common, and               

environmental hygiene and overcrowding 

are also important risk factors for this     

disease, but vaccination of cows can be 

used to aid control. 

Cow Pneumonia 

Recently there have been increasing     

reports of pneumonia in adult cows being 

caused by infection spreading from udder 

cleft dermatitis lesions.  This pneumonia 

has proved  unresponsive to treatment and 

cows have had to be culled.   

Prompt intervention and aggressive      

treatment of udder cleft dermatitis 

(thorough cleaning and application of     

topical antibiotics) is recommended to    

prevent infection spreading to the lungs or 

heart. 

Current Disease Trends 

Are your using our medicine delivery service yet? 

For only £5 + vat a month, you can have the convenience of getting your 
medicines delivered to your door once a week, helping you with         
availability and stock control.  

One off deliveries are available for £2.50 + vat. 

 

Collect your Meds from Frome Market:  

Harry is at the Frome Cattle Market every Wednesday between        
10am –12pm, if you would like to arrange to collect your medicines from 
there. 

Please make sure you order your medicines by 5pm on Tuesday, if you 
would like to collect from the market on Wednesday. 

 

For more details on when we deliver in your area, please speak 
to Jo in the pharmacy.  

Community 
Focus 

Medicine Delivery Service 

Shepton Vets have been caring for the      

animals of the Mendip’s since 1922. We are 

passionate about playing an active role in 

our community.  
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Team Shepton:  
Vet Charl ie 
Neale  

Farmer Focus  

Down cow milk fever  

Having only spent five years at university initially, last year I felt the 

urge to do a little more – so I embarked on a two year course based 

at University College Dublin studying for a Certificate in Dairy Herd 

Health, with the aim of being able to provide the very best 

knowledge and skills to Shepton Vet’s clients. I have just passed 

the half way mark, with the help of some of you allowing me to use 

your farms and animals as case studies which allows me get the 

very most out of the course. Besides a few extra letters after their 

names, holders of these qualifications (of which we already have a 

few at Shepton) should be amongst the best in the country at     

tackling herd health problems and maximising your herd’s      

productivity – which is what we endeavour to provide. 

A CCE S S A B IL IT  

AW A RE NE S S  

‘Classic’ down-cow milk fever has 
become less common in recent 
years, however sub-clinical milk 
fever – where we do not see a 
downer cow, but carries the 
same risks such as RFM,       
Mastitis, LDA etc. as classic milk 
fever is reported to occur in       
20-40% of cows!  

A farm at which I carry out the 
routine visits has taken steps to 
tackle milk fever, both clinical and 
subclinical, by providing  a diet of 
fine-chopped straw and maize 
with a minimum of 0.4% dry    
matter magnesium content,     
offered in a long and smooth feed 
trough.  

These simple changes are very 
effective for milk fever control
(expected reductions of at least 
65%), and since all of these 
changes have been implemented 
on this farm there have been no 
further cases of clinical milk    
fever. This proactive approach 
will lead to improved health and 
fertility with great return-on-
investment. 

We now have the equipment at 
the practice to analyse calcium 
levels in clinically affected       
animals and also to see if an     
animal is sub-clinically affected.  

                              Charlie Neale 

 

There are a number of changes to 
the TB Cattle Control Policy in      
England which come into force on 
1st April 2017.  Part of these 
changes include when you will be 
able to book short interval tests  
after  reactors have been found.   

Previously these could be booked 
60 days from day 1 of the previous 
test, however the changes mean 
that subsequent tests will be   

scheduled 60 days after reactors 
leave the farm.   

Other changes include tracer      
animals being read at severe even 
if tested during a WHT (or similar) 
which is being read at standard.   

 

If you would like to discuss any of 
the changes please contact the  
practice. 
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Changes to TB cattle control policy 


